
T 
he Warren Food Pan-

try    is back in action 

and hopefully you have 

not only heard the word 

but seen the action as well.  After a 

brief break, the Warren Memorial 

UMC Food Pantry is once again 

providing canned goods and staple 

items to hundreds of adults and chil-

dren in the immediate church com-

munity.  The pantry is open Tues-

day and Thursday of each week 

from 1:00 P.M.-3:00 P.M and has 

been active again since early De-

cember 2013. Recently the Food 

Pantry Program has been able to 

partner with the Atlanta Community 

Food Bank (ACFB) .  Warren Me-

morial UMC is providing items to 

support the Food Pantry program as 

well as the Community Dinner 

feeding program that is held on the 

second Saturday of each month.   

 Moving forward, both of these 

community activities will be able to 

receive monthly allocations of food 

items from the ACFB. These prod-

ucts, along with the continued dona-

tions and generosity of Warren 

members, will enable Warren Me-

morial to be able to continue this 

vital service of providing nutritional 

and wholesome food items to the 

men, women and children of our 

immediate Warren community. 

 How can you help? (1)  Con-

tinue to donate canned goods and 

other staple items to the Food Pan-

try. 
  continued on page 8

FOOD PANTRY  

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY! 
By  Joel Harrell 

 

Newsletter Date 

 

 

This familiar “feed my sheep” scripture passage from John 21 is playing out at Warren on a weekly basis with the 

creation of the Warren Food Pantry.  The food pantry, an outgrowth of the monthly community dinners, is now in full 

swing thanks to the diligence and leadership of Mrs. Alice Twiggs and Dr. Joel Harrell.  Thanks also goes to the 

United Methodist Men, the Trustees and the many members and volunteers who help to make this project a success.

                                   ~The Editors 

. Alice Twiggs and Rev Vincent Miller pose in 

front of the Food Pantry. 
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The Beacon 

A newsletter of Warren Memorial 
United Methodist Church, published quarterly  

through the Communications Ministry. 

TO SUBMIT ARTICLES 

We welcome your ideas and news items for the BEACON news-

letter.  You may contact Jacqueline Rose at 

jwrose@netonestop.com or Patricia Kenly at 

pakenly@bellsouth.net.  The Communications Ministry reserves 

the right to edit news briefs for spacing, clarity, style, and format. 

 

Our Mission 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ  Through 

Fellowship, Worship and Service. 

  

 

 Our Vision 

A Beacon of Hope and Enlightenment 

Through Spiritual Growth and  Christian 

Values 

 

2014 Theme 
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 As Christians we are to con-

tinue the witness of the early evangel-

ists, i.e. Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John. 

 We need a revival of true evan-

gelism as described in the scripture.  

One that manifests itself as a society 

that truly cares for all of God’s peo-

ple: the marginalized, disenfran-

chised souls who live from day to 

day lives of quiet desperation. Can 

Lowery Blvd become the new Azusa 

Street? Evangelism must empower 

changed people to change the world 

by 1) sharing the love of Christ, 2) 

glorifying God, 3) embracing, 

equipping and sharing with them 

their power to go and “make disci-

ples of Jesus Christ.” 

 In the end we will be judged on 

how we treated the least among us. 

Is Warren ready for this challenge?  

Let’s start with this moment and 

decide how we will treat those among 

us who are different in their standards, 

morals, etc.  Will we judge them or 

love them? 

 People in our world try all sorts of 

things in their search for true and last-

ing hope.  Are we ready to lead our 

sisters and brothers to Salvation in 

God?  (… for there is no other name 

under heaven by which we must be 

saved.  Acts 4:12) 

 Again, Warren, are we ready?  

Are we Lighting a New Path to the 

Future?  Are we really a beacon of 

hope and enlightenment, sharing our 

spiritual growth and Christian values? 

 I invite you to think about this and 

decide what your role will be as we 

make this journey through 2014.  

What If  We ReThink Church? 

By Eloise Sykes 

is 18-34 years old, the mes-
sage is relevant for audiences 
both younger and older. 
What if we ReThink church 
at Warren: 
What if we broaden our mes-
sages and media choices to 
reach those who are either 
outside a faith community or 
dissatisfied with their current 
one, and are longing for dif-
ferent spiritual experiences? 

What if we set a goal where 
each one reached out to inac-
tive members, including our 
family members and invited 
them to become involved at 
various levels of the church? 
What if you increased your 
giving by 2%?  
        (Continued on page 6) 

    Several 
years ago, the 
United Meth-
odist Church 
started a cam-

paign, ReThink Church. This 
campaign seeks to redefine the 
church experience as one that 
extends beyond our doors and 
seeks to transform the world. 
This campaign is a way to open 
a global dialogue about reaching 
people with the good news of Je-
sus Christ. 
 “ReThink Church” is a mes-
sage that challenges not only 
Seekers, but also the church as 
a whole. The goal is to encourage 
a global spiritual dialogue both 
within and outside the church. 
While the primary target group 

Warren,  Are We Ready? 
By Dr. Janette Harvey-Jones, Evangelism Chairperson 
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Dr. Harvey-Jones delivers powerful mes-

sage at Laity Service on October 20, 2013. 

Welcome 

 New Members 

  

Cornelia L. Jackson  

We Remember 

  
Georgia Allen 

Fred Andrews 

Karen V. Askew 

Portia Scott 

Eugene Washington, Sr. 
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Church Council Chairperson  Dr. Icey Johnson 

Lay Leader Mr. Mark O’Riley 

Delegate to Annual Conference  Mrs. Alice Twiggs 

Membership Secretary Ms. Trieste Lockhart 

Church Historian Ms. Madelyn Nix 

Communications Mrs. Jacqueline Rose 

Christian Education Mr. Raymond McClendon 

Sunday School Superintendent Mr. Charles & Dr. R. Diane Camp 

Health and Welfare Mrs. Betty Johnson & Ms. Mozella Forniss 

Worship Dr. Joel Harrell 

Courtesy Task Force Mrs. Barbara Hayes 

Evangelism Dr. Janette Harvey-Jones 

Stewardship Mrs. Eloise Sykes 

United Methodist Men Mr. Billy Harrington 

United Methodist Women Dr. Addie Shopshire-Rolle 

Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair Mrs. Celestine Jones 

Mission Outreach Mrs. Alice Twiggs 

AGE LEVEL MINISTRIES 

Children Mrs. Ernestine Johnson 

Youth Ministry Ms. Rosanna Camp 

Young Adult/College Ministry Ms. Kristen Askew & Ms. Diana Walker 

Older Adults Mrs. Sallie Atkins 

Family Ministries Dr. Shirley Fannings 

  

  

OUR SERVAnT LEADERS 

The concept of servant leadership begins by being a servant first. A servant leader must first 

learn to serve before taking on a leadership position. Servant leaders serve because they are 

motivated by love and humility. Jesus is the perfect example of servant leadership. Jesus hum-

bled himself and became a servant of all. 

2014 CHURCH LEADERSHIP TEAM 
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STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 

2014 2015 
 

2016 

Dr. Alfred Knox, Jr. 

Dr. Addie Shopshire-Rolle 

Mrs. Celestine Jones 

Mr. Lorenzo Linsey 

Mrs. Karen Slay 

Major Eldridge Mc Millan 

Mr. Donald Sykes 

Mr. Richard Austell 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Mr. Allen Askew 

Mr. Kenneth Moss 

Mrs. Lois West 

Mrs. Carolyn Evans 

Mr. Rosco Twiggs 

Mr. Tommie Mack 

Mr. Barry Slay 

Ms. Deardria Dodson 

NOMINATIONS AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

Mrs. Bettye Boyd 

Ms. Rosanna Camp 

Dr. Emily Stinson 

Ms. Jemika Crayton 

Mrs. Charliemae Lloyd 

Mrs. Evelyn Forniss 

Mrs. Lois West 

Mrs. Gwendolyn King 

Mrs. Alethia Love 

Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 

officials exercise authority over them. 26Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 

must be your servant.   Matthew 20:25-26 

2014 CHURCH LEADERSHIP TEAM 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Chairperson Mr. Barry Dodson 

Vice-Chairperson Atty. Michael Smith 

Treasurer Mrs. Brenda Moss 

Financial Secretary Mrs. DeLea Kearse 

By virtue of the position, the following are members of the finance team. 

Church Council Chairperson 

Dr. Icey Johnson 

Lay Leader 

Mr. Mark O’Riley 

Church Council Vice-Chairperson United Methodist Women Chairperson 

Dr. Addie Shopshire-Rolle 

United Methodist Men Chairperson 

Mr. Billy Harrington 

SPRC Representative 

Board of Trustees Representative Assistant Pastor(s) 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Donald Reed, Sr. 

Director of Pastoral Services 

Rev. Dr. Vincent Miller 



 2013 was a banner year for 

Warren's I.S.O.W. ministry. They 

capped off the year with an 

"illustrious" Christmas Luncheon. The 

program was highlighted by speaker 

Bishop John H. Lewis III. Bishop 

Lewis delighted everyone with a walk 

down memory lane. He was reminis-

cent of Atlanta's proud heritage in the 

civil rights movement and the emer-

gence of historic leaders, business 

men and women. He also reminded 

everyone of some of Atlanta's out-

standing educators, noting his own 

education was guided by some of 

Warren's ISOW members. 

 The luncheon was made even 

more eventful by the awesome do-

nation of toys and sports equipment 

t o  P AL  ( Po l i ce  At h l e t i c 

League). The Atlanta Police Ath-

letic League is a juvenile crime pre-

vention force that is dedicated 

to providing educational and ath-

letic activities for all children 8 to 

18 years old. Representatives from 

the PAL Organization were on 

hand to accept the generous gifts. 

The toys will be utilized to support 

sports activities such as basketball, 

track, baseball and football for chil-

dren in the greater  

Atlanta area. 

 Thanks ISOW for your support 

of this great program. We look for-

ward to another great year. 
 

F r o m 

movies to 

museums, 

Warren is making connections with 

students that are invaluable. 

Word on the street is that in the midst 

of the Open Mic Nights, the Movies 

and Outings, students who need us 

experience good fellowship and 

Agape Love!  
 

 “Word on the street”  re-

veals that Warren Memorial UMC’s 

College Ministry is making a new 

connection.  High School and College 

aged Spoken Word Artist, Singers, 

Musicians and Painters are sharing 

their creative expressions in the form 

of a monthly OPEN MIC NIGHT.  

Students from Clark Atlanta Univer-

sity, Spelman College, Mays High 

School and Banneker High School are 

amongst the schools that have repre-

sented so far.   

 Word on the street is that not 

only do they fellowship through Per-

forming Arts, they have outings!!!! 

College Nook 

By Diana Walker 

ISOW Makes PALS at Christmas 
By Celestine Jones 
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L-R: Speaker Bishop John H. Lewis, Mrs Jeannette 

ISOW member, Mrs. Lois West presents toys to 

PALS officers, Lt. Tom Griffin and Lt. Stanley 

Lawrence. 

Have you considered making a 

planned gift to the church? The 

Sykes-Oliver Endowment is a perfect 

way to make a lasting impact on the 

ministry of Warren. 

 What if we restructure our minis-

tries to include non-traditional ways 

one can become involved such as 

serving with groups outside the 

church building and even through 

making online connections; youth 

groups taking a mission trip together, 

working with Habitat for Humanity, 

etc. This allows one to live the gos-

pel out in the world. It’s a challenge 

to not only believe but to act and to 

live. 

Are you ready to ReThink Warren? 
  

ReThink Church (continued from 

page 3.) 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?newwindow=1&biw=1280&bih=785&tbm=isch&tbnid=NRUFjgqA9MjP0M%3A&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2F3chicspolitico.com%2F2011%2F05%2F15%2Ffirst-lady-michelle-obama-delivers-commencement-address-at-spelman-college%2F&docid=OWeorpilXSFVTM&imgurl=h
http://www.google.com/imgres?newwindow=1&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=785&tbm=isch&tbnid=hIfJjmHV2m_3sM%3A&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fcoachesaid.com%2Fschool.aspx%3Fschool%3D1441&docid=oZHZKmKcmI2DqM&imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fcoachesaid.com%2FContent%2FMascots%2Fga-gabhs2-letter-


 United Methodist Women are 

organized for mission and our members 

are committed to grow spiritually in 

community with other women to help 

build the lives of women, children and 

youth -- putting our faith into action.  

Coordinated by Warren’s UMW Ex-

ecutive Team, Quarterly Reading Pro-

gram Reviews are held at Warren Me-

morial UMC for District UMW mem-

bers and guests.  These reviews provide 

a forum for attendees to discuss thought

-provoking books that challenge critical 

thinking about current issues, give indi-

viduals the opportunity to deepen spiri-

tuality, and help everyone develop a 

broaden understanding of mission 

work. 

 Dr. Addie Shopshire-Rolle served 

as facilitator for the November 2013 

Book Review.  The book, #1 National 

Bestseller Half the Sky – Turning Op-

pression Into Opportunity for Women 

Worldwide, by Nicholas D. Kristof and 

Sheryl WuDunn, focused on two of our 

most fiercely moral voices, a passionate 

call to arms against our era’s most 

pervasive human rights violation:  the 

oppression of women and girls in the 

developing world.  The spirited dis-

cussion culminated in a call for imme-

diate action.  Attendees donated a 

total of $280.00.  Funds were used to 

purchase life changing gifts of goats 

through the Heifer International Or-

ganization (Heifer International offers 

resources for faith communities to 

end hunger and poverty by helping 

families achieve self-reliance.)  

Enough monies were collected to pur-

chase two goats at a cost of $120 each 

and four additional $10.00 shares to 

be combined with other contributions 

for purchase of an additional goat.  A 

good dairy goat can provide up to a 

gallon of rich, nutritious milk each 

day – providing income and improv-

ing daily nutrition. Plus, the goats are 

used by families to fertilize their 

fields and boost their harvest.  

Through our generous donation, the 

United Methodist Women answered 

the call to action. 

 Our year of mission ended 

with the Annual Christmas Lunch-

eon.  Great music, food, and Chris-

tian fellowship was enhanced by 

presentations from presidents from 

each unit sharing their mission pro-

jects throughout the year as well as  

planned mission efforts for the com-

ing year.  A highlight of the lunch-

eon was the beautiful 2014 UMW 

Executive Team Officers Installation 

Service conducted by Mrs. Tryphe-

nia Speed, North Georgia Confer-

ence Vice-President.  Outgoing offi-

cers were recognized for their hard 

work.  Acknowledgement and pres-

entation of a lovely floral arrange-

ment was given to Ms. Madelyn Nix 

for her years of dedicated service as 

President.  The 2014 Warren UMW 

Executive Team led by new Presi-

dent Dr. Addie Shopshire-Rolle, will 

continue to fulfill its mission by an-

swering the call to action. 
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At left: UMW members prepare 

Christmas boxes for Bethlehem-

Center seniors. 

 

Mission, Mission, Mission! 

United Methodist Women of Warren Answers the Call to Action 

By Patricia Kenly 

Above: At Book Review: L-R: 1)Friends greet Dr. Rolle , 2)Women pose for group photo,  3) Sub Unit 8 serve as hostesses. 



American historian Carter G. Woodson established Black History Week in February 1926 to commemorate 
the achievements and contributions to our nation made by African Americans.  AS part of the nation’s 
bicentennial celebration in 1976, the week was expanded to black History Month.  Take a look at these 
statistics that show how Black Americans are represented in the fabric of the nation. 

Population  

44.5 million 

The number of blacks, either alone or in 
combination with one or more other 
races, on July 1, 2012, up 1.0 percent 
from July 1, 2011. 
Source: Population Estimates 

77.4 million 
The projected black, either alone or in 
combination, population of the United 
States (including those of more than 
one race) for July 1, 2060. On that date, 
according to the projection, blacks 
would constitute 18.4 percent of the na-
tion's total population. 
Source: Population projections Table 4 
and 5 

Military 
2.4 million 
Number of black military veterans in the 
United States in 2012. 

Education 
83.2% 
The percentage of blacks 25 and older 
with a high school diploma or higher in 
2012. 

18.7% 
The percentage of blacks 25 and older 
who had a bachelor's degree or higher 
in 2012. 

3.7 million 
Number of blacks enrolled in college 
in 2012 compared with 2.9 million in 
2007, a 28 percent increase. 

1.6 million 

Among blacks 25 and older, the 

number who had an advanced de-

gree in 2012. 

Voting 

66.2% 

Percent of blacks who voted in the 
2012 presidential election, higher 
than the 64.1 percent of non-
Hispanic whites who did so. This 
marks the first time that blacks have 
voted at a higher rate than whites 
since the Census Bureau started 
publishing statistics on voting by the 
eligible citizen population in 1996 

Income and Poverty 
$33,321 
The annual median income of black 
households in 2012, compared with 
the nation at $51,017. 

27.2% 

Poverty rate in 2012 for blacks, while 

nationally it was 15.0 percent. 

in the United States: 2012 

Families and Children 
61.8%  
Among households with a black 
householder, the percentage that 
contained a family in 2013. There 
were 9.8 million black family house-
holds. 

1.3 million 
Number of black grandparents who 
lived with their own grandchildren 
younger than 18 in 2012. Of this 
number, 47.6 percent were also re-
sponsible for their care. 

Jobs 

28.1% 

The percentage of civilian employed 
blacks 16 and older who worked in 
management, business, science and 
arts occupations, while 36.1 percent 
of the total population worked in 
these occupations. 

 

 

Source: 

http://www.census.gov/newsroom/

releases/archives/

facts_for_features_special_editions/cb14

-ff03.html 
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Black History by The Numbers 

http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/cb14-ff03.html
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=EO1xSEU_b8BKWM&tbnid=9lG0Qa9dFg36QM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcapturethebeautyofafrica.blogspot.com%2F2011%2F01%2Fafrican-fabrics-explained.html&ei=4VHkUqniIa6-sQTbo4GoB


. The New Year, 2014, 

is here. Time to make the 

annual list of resolutions, 

right? Well let's look at it 

another way. Let's make 

meaningful changes in an 

evolutionary process. Im-

provements in healthy living 

might start with a spark of 

inspiration, that advances by 

taking simple steps that, 

over time, become a regular 

walk of life. Instead of mak-

ing resolutions let's take 

simple steps toward health-

ier habits, like eating better 

and getting more exercise. 

 

 In February, keep your 

heart in top shape in recog-

nition of American Heart 

Awareness Month. Be good 

to your heart and your brain 

will thank you for it. The 

heart pumps 20 percent of 

your blood to your brain, 

and if your heart is not 

pumping at full capacity, 

your brain is not receiving 

the food and oxygen it 

needs. 

 On February 9th WAR-

REN GOES RED. Show the 

world you passionately sup-

port GO RED FOR 

WOMEN, the American 

Heart Association's initia-

tive to save women's lives. 

Please wear Red!!!. 

 

        March is National Nu-

trition Month. This cam-

paign also focuses attention 

on the importance of mak-

ing informed food choices 

and developing sound eating 

and physical activity habits. 

 

         RESOLUTION FOR 

2014: Let's focus on a 

steady diet of small, achiev-

able changes that'll make 

our families strong for life. 

only a couple of hours 

and these individuals are 

in need of not only food 

items but hearing a kind 

and supporting word from 

someone who cares!!  

Can we count on you!! 

Please contact Mrs. Alice 

Twiggs at or the church 

office if you can assist. 

 You will see donations 

boxes throughout the 

church fellowship hall 

and annex.  Your contin-

ued support is essential. 

(2)  We desperately are in 

need of volunteers to as-

sist in distributing food 

items and serving as 

greeters and supporters 

during the operating hours 

of the food pantry.   It’s 

Food Pantry (continued from page 1) 

Simple Steps to a Healthy 2014 

By Betty Johnson 
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Let's make 

meaningful 

changes in an 

evolutionary 

process 

Bible Trivia 

Test Your Knowledge 

HEALTH AND WELFARE 

 
1. How much time did Jonah spend in the belly of the 

whale? 

2. The name of God is not mentioned in only one book 

of the Bible. Which one? 

3. What kind of wood was used to make Noah's Ark?  

4. How old was Moses when he died? 

5.  In the Old Testament, who was Jezebel's husband?  

6. In the Bible, who did the sun and moon stand still 

before?  

7. Who is the only woman whose age is mentioned in 

the Bible? 

8. How many books of the Bible are named for 

women? 

9. How many wings are on a Seraphim? 

10. What is the 5th commandment? 

                                           (Answers on page 12.) 
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This page: Scenes from Girl Scout Sunday, 

Ministry Fair,  (Opposite page):All Saints Sun-

day, Laity Sunday, Veterans Day, !38th 

Church Anniversary,Young Adult Sunday and 

AUC Thanksgiving Dinner. 
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MAMAGE YOUR TIME WISELY 

So much to do, so little time. What does the Bible say about man-

aging your time? 

 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity 

under heaven: Ecclesiastes 3: 

 Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will 

succeed. Proverbs 16:3 

 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as well. Matthew 6:33 

 Be very careful, then, how you live-not as unwise but as wise, 

making the most of every opportunity,… Ephesians 5:15-16 
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Upcoming Events 
February 2014 

 8 Church Council Meeting 

23 Sunday School Black History Pro-

gram 

 Black History Concert 

 

March  2014 

 5 Ash Wednesday 

29 United Methodist Women Book Review 

30 Women’s Day 

31  Trinity House Outreach Ministry 

  

April 2014 

12 Church Council Meeting 

13  Palm Sunday 

 ACPK United Methodist Women  

 Lenten Day Service @ Central UMC 

20 Easter Sunday 

 Sunday School Easter Program 

25-27 United Methodist Women Assembly, Louisville, KY 

  

NOTE:  All events, programs, meetings or activities of any kind  held at the church must be on the church calendar.  

Please contact Eloise  Sykes to get you space reserved on the calendar.  This will ensure that there  will not be con-

flicts with space being available as well as scheduling security appropriately. 

  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Board of Trustees and Communications Ministry. 

 
Bible Trivia Answers 

 
1. Three days and three nights 
2. The Book of Esther 

3. Gopher wood, Genesis 6:14. 

4. 120 years old, (Deuteronomy 34:7). 

5. Ahab, King of Israel (I Kings 16:28-31).. 

6. Joshua  

7.  Sarah. 

8. Two - Ruth and Esther.  

9. Six 

10. Honour thy Father and thy Mother 

WOMEN’S DAY 2014 
 

Theme: “Make It Happen! 
Turning Faith, Hope, and Love Into Action” 

 
 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Mackie L. Harper Norris 
 

Sunday, March 30, 2014 10:55 a.m. 


